Abstract Becoming aware of global trends and issues is the first step in understanding one's position and role within a larger global context, thereby aiding in the development of an individual's global identity. Gaining an understanding and appreciation of the interconnectedness of our world as well as respecting and valuing existing diversity provides a foundation that enables us to challenge injustice and take action in personally meaningful ways. Nursing is a profession that is found in every country and has the inherent ability to bridge cultures through the delivery of universally accessible health care.
existing diversity, provides a foundation that enables us to challenge injustice and take action in personally meaningful ways (Jones, 2016) . Social justice, based on the key elements of human rights and equality, is a core value in nursing that supports societal efforts to provide equitable treatment and a fair allocation of health resources to all citizens (Matwick & Woodgate, 2016) .
Caring
Nursing is often referred to as a caring profession and is consistently rated as the most trusted profession (Gallup, 2015) . The goals of practice, education, and research in our discipline are to improve health for all who make up our global society and to embrace the idea that human health, illness, and emotions are universal phenomena. Nursing is also a global profession: it exists in every society. More than simply providing care, nurses are essential in shaping policy related to the delivery of health care and building the health capacity of entire nations (Wood, 2010) . Being a global nurse citizen does not require travel beyond the borders of the United States. Caring for diverse populations in your home community provides the opportunity for greater understanding and leadership that addresses health care inequities threatening the health of immigrants and other marginalized populations.
Embracing Diversity and Social Justice
Embracing cultural diversity requires open-mindedness, inclusivity, cooperation, and respect for all interprofessional colleagues and recipients of nursing care (Douglas et al., 2014) . Becoming more self-aware and engaging in self-reflection may help identify personal biases, values, or beliefs that serve as barriers to or facilitators of effective health care delivery. In addition to providing translation services that promote optimal means of disseminating information, indicators to measure compliance (Cesario, 2016) . These broad, overarching goals were designed to be applicable to all countries, irrespective of a country's socioeconomic status or political structure. Even the highest-income countries have huge areas of inequality and health disparity.
In addition, the actions of higher-income countries have the greatest potential to affect future development and sustainability of global health-related endeavors (White, 2016) .
Over the next 15 years, the SDGs are intended to stimulate action in areas of critical importance for the health of humanity and our planet. More than a list of health care initiatives, the SDGs stress the need for a healthy environment and promotion of well-being in areas such as protecting the planet from degradation, halting climate change, fostering peaceful societies free of fear and violence, establishing global partnerships, boosting the economy and education, and ensuring that all people can fulfill their potential in dignity, equality, and prosperity (United Nations, 2016). Basic human rights, such as access to food and clean water, health care, education, a healthy environment, and safety, are universal and should be guaranteed to all people in every nation (Jones, 2016) .
Universal access to health care, not to be confused with the universal insurance coverage initiative set in action by U.S. government, ensures that health services are delivered to all of the world's people without financial risk or hardship. Evans, Hsu, and Boerma (2013) describe universal access as having three essential dimensions (see Box 1).
Responsibility to Act
The final piece of the definition of global citizenship is the responsibility to act:
This entails taking personal responsibility for decisions and actions, including respecting others, obeying rules and laws, and setting a good example to others. Global citizens feel a sense of responsibility to help when the rights of others are violated, no matter where in the world they live, keeping in mind that local action can create global change. (Jones, 2016, p. 48) The International Council of Nurses has put forth recommendations suggesting areas in which nurses can become involved in helping governments determine health targets and designing a roadmap to achieve those targets using the SDGs as a framework (see Box 2). A well-educated and appropriately dispersed nursing workforce, universal access to health care, and collection of high-quality data related to health comes are essential to improving global health.
Conclusion
Global citizenship transcends the boundaries of all nations and cultures. Events and conditions happening in one part of the world are now shared instantaneously through social media and have profound effects other parts of the world. The number of social media network memberships and frequency of accessing the Internet have been associated with developing a global identity (Lee, Baring, Maria, & Reysen, 2015) . It is essential that nurses stay informed of world events and communicate with others to strategically implement models of care that offer high-quality, sustainable health care policy (Wood, 2010) .
The profession of nursing has a rich history of providing service to the global community. We can build on these past experiences by capitalizing on opportunities to move nurses into leadership roles in coordinating global health care. Whether it is extending a welcoming hand to
